Mild analgesics as an alternative to ergotamine in migraine. A comparative trial with acetylsalicylic acid, ergotamine tartrate, and a dextropropoxyphene compound.
The effect of ergotamine tartrate was compared with that of acetylsalicylic acid and a dextropropoxyphene compound (Doleron novum) on 525 acute migraine attacks in a double-blind crossover study of 25 adult female patients. Ergotamine tartrate and the dextropropoxyphene compound were equally effective and significantly superior to acetylsalicylic acid in preventing the attacks entirely. If the attacks were only partially prevented, the dextropropoxyphene compound was significantly superior to acetylsalicylic acid in making the attacks shorter and milder, while ergotamine tartrate did not differ significantly from acetylsalicylic acid or the dextropropoxyphene compound. The incidence of nausea and vomiting was lowest during treatment with the dextropropoxyphene compound. In the patients' overall preference, the dextropropoxyphene compound and ergotamine tartrate were significantly superior to acetyl-salicylic acid. In acute migraine the combination of dextropropoxyphene, a centrally acting analgesic, with acetylsalicylic acid and phenazone gives an alternative to ergotamine tartrate that is equally effective and causes less nausea and vomiting.